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5.4 2 AUCIS, amice Lector, te præmoneri velim, me ne- 
que in „ hiſce verſari labores improbantem alie- 
nou neque inepte inferentem meos. Liceat enim ſperare, 
liberalibus præſertim in ſtudiis, ut certari ſimul poſſit & amioæ 
& ſuaviter. 1 

Si quis forſan exiſtimet, me ad hæc opera paulo ſermus de- 
latum, ex eorum qui anteceſſerint ſtudiis, melioribus auſpiciis 
accedere, — mihi aliorum veſtigiis inſiſtenti facilius 
patere viam, häc ipſü ratione & laborari interdum meminerit 
Quædam ſint, de quibus bene dici niſi ſemel vix poſſit: ve- 
rendum eſt igitur, ne cautius evitando que prius dicta fuerint, 
ut alieno labore non ſim diſertus, ea minus accuratè expri- 
mantur; optimiſque occupatis, quicquid aliter dixerim, dete- 
rius futurum ſit. 

1 


{ i} 


Quod ad eorum ſententiam attinet, qui Muſas noſtras Greece 
loquentes neutiquam patiantur, & cognationem ullam adeo 
non intercedere contendant, ut rem 15 omnino tractandam 
eſſe cenſeant, paucis deprecari liceat. Eſt cujuſque ſcilicet 
Linguæ ſuum dicendi genus & copia & virtus; quamque ar- 
duum fit ſua cuique convenientia reddere nemo non fateatur. 
Quædam etiam fortaſſe fint, que, ut loci magis propria & 
morum patrio quaſi ſolo inhæreſcere videntur, vix quidem 
neque ſummo ſine periculo alio transferri poſſint. In pleriſque 


verd, & que in medio & in natura poſita ſunt, & quæ, ut 


cognationis jura facile patiuntur, communi quodam vinculo 
tenentur, ks adeo diverſo cœlo aut moribus utimur, ut de 
lis Pere dene in quivis lingus fit difficile. Et fl in ver- 
tendo parum profeciſſe videmur, non eſt, quod Lingua nobis 
deficit, ſed quod ipſi deficimus; & quid cujuſque proprium 
fit, quid variæ loquendi forme viceſque poſtulent, plane ne- 
ſeimus. 
Videant autem ii, e in oonverſione plus quàm rei natura & 
ratio patitur, iniqus ſibi polliceantur. Non in mores alienos 


& ornatus cuivis ita tranſire fas fit, ut non de patrio extet ali- 


i * ) 


5 . 
eee eee vel ac- 
cut alata interpretationis fidead vivum exprimi poſſe, quan- 
quar in ef multi non ſine laude verſati ſint: ita tamen eos 
forfitan adumbrare Iieeat; ut aliquatenus originem nec inho- 
neſte x wy Cs i & totw elfgics,. 


* 
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officio pats latistetilo nenn qui pro ingenio w_ 

& natur4. aptè & diligenter retulerit, quantum referri poſſit; 
& ſi non ſe vere Athenienſem, neque enim profitetur, oſten- 
derit, Interpreti ſaltem condonetur, LY non omnino — 
& Athenis inſolens eſſe videatur. 

Quod reliquum eſt, utcunque conatus noſtri — In- 
terpretationem hanc, fidam ſatis ut ſpero, minimè licet pro | 
Carminum venuſtate ornatam, velim æquo animo. accipias. 
Neque graventur adinodum aut ægrè patiantur ii, quibus te- 
mere manus injeciſſe, & quos peregrino quodam ornatu in 
publicum ultro protuliſſe videar. Hæc ſeilicet eorum eſt con- 
ditio, quorum inter præeſtantiſſimos cujuſlibet artis magiſtros 


— 


gravis eſt'audoritas; & exerplum quod ſequi velles: q 
que virtutibus immorari dulce adeo a & 1 e 3 1 un 4 
eſt, ut rudi 08 utcungue adumbratas magis adhue 
Id tamen vereor, ne nn e meo & obſer- 


vantiæ ſolummodo inſervire 


lem, officioſa foulitat prodidiſſe inveniar : neque enim, Sid 


harum elegantiarum ratio poſtulet, me vel modicè aſſecutum 
fuiſſe, aut quod ne noſtris quidem placuerit, aliorum votis re: 
ponſurum eſſe facile ſperaverim. 
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GRAY'S ELEGY. 


The curfew tolls the knell of parting day; 
The lowing herd wind ſlowly o'er the lea; 
The plowman homeward plods his wealy vy. . 
And leaves the world to darkneſs and to me. 


A 
* 
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Now fades the glimmering landſcape on the ſight, 
And all the air a ſolemn ſtillneſs holds, 
Save where the beetle wheels his droning flight, 
And drowſy tinklings lull the diftant fold: 


Save that, from yonder ivy-mantled tow'r, 
The moping owl does to the moon complain 
Of ſuch, as wand'ring near her ſecret bow'r, 


Moleſt her ancient ſolitary reign. 
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Beneath thoſe rugged elms, that yew-tree's ſhade, 


Wher e heaves the turf i in many a N heap, 


1 . 1 


Each in his narrow cat for ever laid, 
The rude Forefathers of the hamlet ſleep. 


The breezy call of incenſe- 


The ſwallow twitt'ring fron the firaw<built ed. 


3 . 


The cock's ſhrill clarion, or the echoing horn, 
No more ſhall rouſe them from their lowly bed. 


For them no more the blazing hearth ſhall burn, 
Or buſy houſewife ply her evening care: 

No children run to lip their fire's det | 

Or climb his knees the envied kiſs to ſhare. 


Oft did the harveſt to the ſickle yield, 

Their furrow oft the ſtubborn glebe has broke; 
How jocund did they drive their team afield! 
How bow'd the woods beneath their ſturdy ſtroke 1 
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Let not ambition mock t 
Their homely joys, and 
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| Nor grandeur hear, with it fig: 


The boaſt of heraldry, the pomp of pow” ©; ts <LI 


And all that beauty, all that wealth, ger gare: 
Await alike th' inevitable. hour : bn Pons Rohan apa id 
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Nor you, ye proud, impute | to theſes the fault. 3 
If mem'ry o'er their tombs no trophies raiſe, — NY ; | : | b a 
Where, thro the long drawn aiſle and fretted vault, . 2 . 4 
The pealing anthem ſwells the note. of praiſe. f * a 


Can ſtoried urn, or animated buſt, 

Back to its manſion call the fleeting breath * naſe 36 Ss 
Cait honor's habe provoke the Glent duſt, 4 80 £ 
Or flattery ſooth the dull cold ear of death? 2s ; . 
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Perhaps, in in this neglected fpot, is laid . 
Some heart once pregnant with celeſtial fire; ; 
Hands, that the reins of empire might have ſway d. 


Or wak d to o effaey the living lyre. 


But knowledge ta their eyes her ample page, 
Rich with the fpoils of time, did ne er unroll ; 
Chill penury reprefs'd their noble rage, | 

And froze the genial current | of the ſoul. 


Full miny a gem, of pureſt ray ſerene, 

The dark unfathom'd caves of ocean bear : 
Full many a flower is born to bluſh unſeen, 
And waſte its ſweetneſs on the deſert air. | 


Some village Hampden, that with dauntleſs breaſt . 
The little tyrant of his fields withſtood ; 
Some mute inglorious Milton here may reft, 

Some Cromwell, guiltleſs of his country's blood. 
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Thi applauſe of liſt ning ſenates to e 
The threats of pain and ruin to delpite; 

To ſcatter plenty o'er a ſmiling land, 

And read their hiffry in a nation's eyes, 


Their lot forbad: nor circumſcrib'd alone 
Their growing virtues, but their crimes confin'd ö 
Forbad to wade through ſlaughter to a throne, 
And ſhut the gates of mercy on mankind; 


The ſtruggling pangs of conſcious truth to hide, 
To quench the bluſhes of ingenuons ſhame, 

Or heap the ſhrine of luxury and pride 
With incenſe kindled at the Muſe's flame. 


Far from the madding crowd's ignoble ftrite, 
Their ſober wiſhes never learn'd to firay; 
Along the cool ſequeſter'd vale of life 

They kept the noiſeleſs tenor of their way. 
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Yet even theſe bones from inſult to protect, 
Some frail memorial ftill erected nigh, 


With uncouth rhymes and ſhapeleſs ſculpture deckt, x on 
Implores the paſſing * 4 * a ſigh. | 


Their name, their years, ſpelt by the unletterd Muſe | 
The place of fame and elegy ſupply ; na 
And many a holy text around ſhe firews, 
That teach the ruſtic moraliſt to die. 


For who, to dumb forgetfulneſs a prey, 

This pleaſing anxious being eer reſign'd, N 
Left the warm precincts of the cheerful day, 
Nor caſt one longing lingering look behind? 


On ſome fond breaſt the parting ſoul a ; 


Some pious drops the cloſing eye requires : 


Even from the tomb the voice of nature cries ; 
* | 


Even in our aſhes live their wonted fires. 
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For thee, who, mindful of th* —— dead, 
Doſt in theſe lines their artleſs tale relate 3 N 5 
If chance, by lonely contemplation led, 
Some kindred ſpirit ſhall inquire thy fate ; 


Haply ſome hoary-headed ſwain may ſay: 
Oft have we ſeen him, at the peep of dawn, 
„ Bruſhing with haſty ſteps the dews away, 
Jo meet the ſun upon the upland lawn. 


There, at the foot of yonder nodding beech, 
That wreathes its old fantaſtic roots ſo high, 
His liſtleſs length at noontide would he ſtretch, | 
++ And pore upon the brook that bubbles by. 


Him have we ſeen the greenwood fide along | 
„While o'er the heath we hied, our labour done, 
„Oft as the woodlark pip'd her farewell ſong, 

With wiſtful eyes purſue the ſetting ſun. 
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Hard by yon wood, now fmiling, as in ſcorn, 
„Mutt'ring his wayward fancies, he would rove, 
Now drooping, woeful wan, like one forlorn, 


« Or craz'd with care, or croſs'd in hopeleſs love. 


« One morn, I miſs'd him on the cuſtom'd hill, 
Along the heath, and near his favourite tree: 


« Another came ; nor yet beſide the rill, 


Nor up the lawn, nor at the wood, was he. 


The next, with dirges due, in fad array, 

Slow through the church-way path we ſaw him borne. 
Approach and read (for thou canſt read) the lay, 

+ Graved on the ſtone, beneath yon aged thorn.” 
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Here reſts his head, upon the lap of earth, 
A youth to Fortune and to Fame anos; 
Fair Science frown'd not on his humble birth ; 
And Melancholy mark'd him for her own. 


Large was his bounty, and his ſoul ſincere; 
Heaven did a recompence as largely ſend : 

He gave to Miſery all he had, a tear, 
He us from Heaven ('twas all he wiſh'd) : a fiend. 


No farther ſeek his merits to diſcloſe, 
Or draw his frailties from their dread abode, 
(There they alike in trembling hope repoſe) 


The boſom of his FaTHER and his Gop. 
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EPITAPH ON MRS. MASON; 


IN BRISTOL CATHEDRAL. 


'T akt, holy Earth! all that my ſoul holds dear; 
Take that beſt gift wh ich Heaven ſo lately gave. 
To Briſtol's fount I bore with trembling care 
Her faded forth: ſhe bow'd to taſte the wave 
And died. Does Youth, does Beauty read the line? | 
Does ſympathetic fear their breaſts alarm ? 
Speak, dead Maria! breathe a ſtrain divine 
Even from the grave thou ſhalt have power to charm; 
Bid them be chaſte, be innocent like thee; . 
Bid them in duty's ſphere as meekly move, 
And if fo fair, from vanity as free; 
As firm in friendſhip, and ſincere in love; 
Tell them, though tis an aweful thing to die, 
* n en to thee; yet, the dread path once trod, 
Heaven lifts its everlaſting portals high, | 
And bids « the Pure in heart behold their Go.” 
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